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 President Report July 23, 2020  

This president is honored and humbled to have held the office of president, along with its responsibilities and                  
obligations. Sitting this beautiful day and writing my final report as president brings me JOY, because I can                  
honestly say this president worked with the most amazing group of women; the fabric is woven beautiful together.                  
The friendships we have created, and the bonding will last forever no matter where we are, our paths will always                    
cross with God’s good graces. The Deanery was represented very well and all that was set out to be accomplished                    
was fulfilled and beyond.  

Central Deanery accomplished the following:  

✞ Networking and support within all affiliations.  

✞ Excellent relationships forged between priests and their affiliations.  

✞ Strengthening of our deanery.  

✞ By-Laws and Standing Rule changes, which included a vote to change the incoming officer’s term to 
one- year to align with the Palm Beach Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (PBDCCW), Northern 
Deanery, and Southern Deanery terms allowing for Central Deanery election of officers and their 
installation to coincide with PBDCCW and the other Deaneries. Starting May 2021, officers’ terms will 
revert to two years.  

This president supported/attended/met:  

✞ Affiliation events, and represented the Central Deanery at all PBDCCW, and Northern and Southern  
Deanery meetings. 

      ✞ Events sponsored by PBDCCW (PBDCCW Fashion Show, Women of Faith/Women of Action, Take 
A  

Sister to Lunch, Seminarian Luncheon, PBDCCW 2019 Convention)  
✞ Installation of affiliation officers as requested and of which it was my pleasure.  
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✞ The Florida Council of Catholic Women (FCCW) meeting and dinner.  
✞ The National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) Convention in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania., and 
Atlanta, Georgia.  
✞ Catholic Days at the Capital.  
✞ Anyone that needed help and was available for everyone.  
✞ With affiliation priests resulting in the priests to have better understanding of the Council of Catholic  

      Women (CCW).  

Thank you all for allowing me to represent 
you.  

Central Deanery received a wonderful donation from the Community Foundation of Collier County and at our Board 
Meeting on February 22, 2020, the affiliations voted to support the following charities:  

✞ Fr. Mark Mlay’s Orphanage in Tanzania 

✞ Birthline/Lifeline  

✞ Water for Life  

✞ Box of Joy and Human Trafficking  

✞ Hugs for the Homeless  

 
We accomplished the following:  

✞ On March 6, 2020, a Priest Appreciation event was held at St. Therese de Lisieux Catholic Church 
for both affiliation and non-affiliation priests of the Central Deanery. The theme was Relax, Pray and 
Eat, and the event was a huge success. Central Deanery sponsored the affair and it was hosted by St. 
Therese de Lisieux CCW. Remember, we simply could not do what we do without the support of our 
Pastors and Spiritual Advisors who are instrumental in our success as a deanery and as affiliations. 

 ✞ Central Deanery adopted a turtle by the name of Citrus as part of our service project: Taking Care of 
God’s Creation. Citrus was released on Earth Day, April 28, 2020.  

✞ A boutique “Our Lady of Grace” was created which has many beautiful items.  

Who could have imagined that we would be going through a pandemic? We are grateful that everyone and their                   
families are doing well. As a result of the Corona Virus (COVID-19), the current board was asked to continue                   
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beyond their designated time and we gladly accepted. We continued to serve with love and kindness for an                  
additional two months and two days. Our March 14, 2020, General Meeting had to be cancelled too. Remember,                  
please continue to keep the faith, and pray for those in need.  

Our installation of new officers is this Saturday, February 25, 2020, with limited attendance at St. Clare’s Catholic                  
Church. I look forward to a beautiful mass and wish congratulations to our incoming officers:  

Janet Richards - President Elect, Claire Peterson - Vice President Elect, Joan Hammel - Recording Secretary Elect                 
and Susan Rizzolo - Treasurer Elect.  May you all have a year filled with success and God’s blessings.  

This president lived and taught the National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) mission 
statement:  

The National Council of Catholic Women acts through its members to support, empower, and              
educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership, and service. NCCW programs respond with             
Gospel Values to the needs of the Church and society in the modern world.  

It was wonderful to see the mission statement in action and may the seeds that were planted continue to 
grow.  

This president would like to THANK the Board, all affiliations, members, and our Central Deanery Spiritual Advisor                 
Fr. Mark Mlay, for your dedication, loyalty, support, service, hard work, love, and sisterhood. Together we did                 
accomplish more! May this fabric continue to weave in strength and beauty.  

Remember...  
“You can do all things through Christ who strengthens you 
“Philippians 4:13”  

It was an honor to serve all with love and gratitude. Wishing you and your families Joy, Love, Health and God’s 
Blessings.  

Lena Ghaffari 

Central Deanery President  
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A Word from our Central Deanery Spiritual Advisor,  
Fr. Mark Mlay 

 
 

Honoring Outgoing Leaders and Installation of New Leaders 
for the CCW Central Deanery  

Today when we are honoring the outgoing leaders for CCW and installing new             
leadership we have a very good reading from Matthew 20: 20-28, which gives             
us good guidelines for Christian leadership.  

20 Then the mother* of the sons of Zebedee approached him with her             
sons and did him homage, wishing to ask him for something.21 He            
said to her, “What do you wish?” She answered him, “Command           
that these two sons of mine sit, one at your right and the other at               
your left, in your kingdom.” 22 Jesus said in reply, “You do not know              
what you are asking.* Can you drink the cup that I am going to              
drink?” They said to him, “We can.” 23 He replied, “My cup you will              
indeed drink, but to sit at my right and at my left [this] is not mine to                 
give but is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.”              
24 When the ten heard this, they became indignant at the two            
brothers.25 But Jesus summoned them and said, “You know that the           
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and the great ones make             
their authority over them felt.26 But it shall not be so among you.             
Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your           
servant; 27 whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your            
slave. 28 Just so, the Son of Man did not come to be served but to                
serve and to give his life as a ransom* for many.”  
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First, in this text Jesus Christ underscores the fact that Christian leadership,            
Christian greatness does not depend on control of others, but on the service to              
and for others -washing of the feet of others, to remove the dirt and make them                
clean and attend to any other need.  

Secondly, in relation to the time when the request of the sons of Zebedee was               
made - before Jesus death on the cross, the disciples expressed a very strong              
Christian hope - that even the greatest of tragedies we, as Christians are             
challenged to manifest and maintain our hope, of the crown and victory. that             
comes in view of the resurrection.  
Thirdly, this text also expresses the unshakable loyalty of the disciples. Even            
when Jesus confronted them with the bare truth of their desire for leadership             
entail suffering, the cross they showed their willingness to suffer with or for             
Christ.  

This is what we are celebrating today, the service of the outgoing leadership             
offered to our group of women in the deanery. This is what we are celebrating               
today, the hope the leadership offered in times of suffering like the corona virus              
pandemic and its effects.  

This what we are celebrating today - the loyalty of Lena Ghaffari – President,              
Elizabeth Gesacion – Vice President, Claire Peterson – Recording Secretary,          
and Juliet Howle – Treasurer, showed in carrying out their          
mission/responsibility, even when they were asked to extend the time of their            
office beyond the expected time.  

This is what we are praying and wishing the new leadership Janet Richards –              
President, Claire Peterson – Vice President, Joan Hammel – Recording          
Secretary, and Susan Rizzolo – Treasurer that are being installed today, will            
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accomplish.  

I love you always. In the love of Christ  

Fr. Mark Mlay, Central Deanery Spiritual Advisor  

 
 

 

And a Word from our Spirituality Chair, Mary Roff 
 
Spirituality is a broad concept.  It generally included a sense of connection to something  bigger than 
ourselves. 
 
The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, namely, wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, 
piety and a fear of the Lord are a means for us to find spiritual peace and a relationship with God. 
 
In the Central Deanery, my responsibility as Spiritual Chair is to select or write a meaningful prayer 
for the beginning and end of the meeting.  I also prepare the Prayers of the Faithful during Mass. 
This has been accomplished for the scheduled 2019-2020 meetings. 

 

And from our Leadership Chair, Janet Richards 

 Last spring this chair spoke about the ways in which Council can flourish.  Today I would like to 
explore another segway into scriptural references when we run into roadblocks. 

 Are you leading from another woman’s shadow?  Psalm 91.1  

In a world where beauty is a treatment    Ecc 3:11 
 
. . .  living in a mean world        1 Tim 1:18, 19  

  
 Thrown a giant size weight.  1 Peter 5:7, Deut 23:5  
 
 . . . living in the tight fist of fear  Deut. 33:29, Neh 4:14, Isaiah 49:16 

  
 . . . one who can balance passion with patience?   Isaiah 30:18  

 
 . . .one who feels responsible for the “how”?   2 Peter 2:9,  Psalm 103:14  
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TRUST IN THE LORD REVERSES THE DETOURS OF ADVERSITY  
                  INTO THE HIGHWAYS OF DESTINY. 
 
In conclusion, this chair wishes to express its deepest gratitude for all the mentors and leaders 
who have guided us through the years in council.   This chair strongly suggests telling your  
members early in your fiscal year about Leadership Development Training and schedule a date and 
time for the leadership team to come and lead your members in becoming strong council leaders. 
 
Resource  “Mentorship” from LTD 2008 
 
 

And  our Service Co Chair,  Dorothy Harper and Annette Sheehan 

“Whether believers or not, we are agreed today that the earth is essentially a shared inheritance, whose fruit are 
meant to benefit everyone.”   Laudato Si, 93, Pope Francis 

Central Deanery has an opportunity to demonstrate our individual responsibility as 

Catholic women who love God’s creation, by taking part in the upcoming celebration of 

the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day. There are activities planned nationwide in a program 

called the Great American Cleanup with a focus on a massive removal of litter and illegal 

dumping from our neighborhoods, beaches and public spaces.  

Locally, the Loggerhead Marine Center in Jupiter is hosting a Beach Clean Up. They 
welcome CCW Central Deanery to participate. The Center asks volunteers to bring 
buckets to collect trash if they have one, garden gloves, items to protect from the sun 
(hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, reusable water bottle), and to wear shoes you are 
comfortable in on the beach. Please join us, spread the word, signup and sign up your 
friends and family members too. We need a head count as Dunkin Doughnuts will be 
providing breakfast.  

SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 8:30 a.m. – 10 a.m. The Great American Cleanup  
Loggerhead Marine life Center 14200 US Highway 1, Juno Beach FL 33408 

Another opportunity to consider is the Marine Life Center’s adoption program. The 
proceeds directly support the rehabilitation of sea turtles. We can “adopt” a turtle 
patient starting at just $35 that benefits the continued care and treatment of the sick 
and injured and further the study of the sea turtles that nest on 9.5 miles of shore in 
Juno Beach, Jupiter and Tequesta. What better way for us to be good stewards of our 



Page 8                                              Unveiling the News   
 
own neighborhoods and public spaces making them a safe, more enjoyable place to 
live, work and play not only for us but for the spectacular life that dwells within the 
seas!  
 

And our Legislative Chair,  Jean McKeen 

Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act (S. 3275)   Will this bill limit exceptions?  This bill will make it 

unlawful to do an abortion on an unborn child 20 weeks and colder, due to the compelling medical evidence 

that has shown that unborn children 20 weeks and older can feel pain.  There is other compelling evidence 

that has shown that it is more dangerous for the mother too.  The House passed this bill on October 3, 2017 

(237-189) but has now been unable to come up with the votes.  The Senate took it up on January 29, 2018 

but failed to reach the necessary threshold of 60 votes to end the debate. 

Born Alive Abortion Survivors Act (S. 311).  This bill would require any health care practitrioner present 

when a child is born alive following an abortion to give the same gestational age care, and that the 

practitioner ensure immediate transportation to a hospital. 

And now let’s see what the heck is going 
on in our affiliates . . . 

 

 
St Rita 

Liz Vanino - President 

We are doing Bunco at the St. Rita's Parish Hall this month on the 22nd at 7pm. 
We have already sold out on tickets and may be able to sell to people who thought they could buy at 
the door. 
We have a Swing into Spring Raffle coming up on May 3rd, 2020.   Lisa Clausen and Johanna 
Benemio are the chairpersons. 
Tickets are $10 each and I only have 250 tickets sold. First prize $1000 and second prize $250. 
Thank you 
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Maria Shanahan - President 

St. Clare Council members enjoyed attending the annual PBDCCW Inspiration Fashion Show 

at Breakers West in January. We hosted a very successful Bunco event in February along 

with participating in the Human Trafficking Service project where our members generously 

donated leggings, t-shirts, flip flops, toiletries, and gift cards to help those victimized. 

We will enter March with Stations of the Cross followed by our general meeting and 

social. Our members also look forward to participating in Catholic Women of Faith, 

Women of Action March 28th.   

 

 

 Natividad Perez - President 

We are very excited about our Cinco de Mayo party on the 5th of May.  Everyone is invited. 
Every Second Sunday of the month there will be a food festival after the 9:30 a.m. mass until 
2 p.m. in the cafeteria.  The festival will not be held during the summer.  Our main fundraiser 
will be a Trunk Fashion Show in November.  More news will be forthcoming during the 
summer planning months.  Council Sunday will be in October.  Scheduled pilgrimages to Our 
Lady of Bethlehem are always welcomed. 
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St. Jude, Tequesta  

President, Liz Schauer 

 

January 2020 ~ On Wednesday, January 22nd following the 8:30 a.m. Mass the Knights of               
Columbus and the Council of Catholic Women met in front of the Church on US Hwy One with                  
signs and prayed the Rosary.  (Anniversary of Roe vs Wade) 
 
We had our regular meeting that began with a presentation from Jonathan Knaus, from the               
Knights of Columbus on how to be “Stewards of Providence: A Catholic Guide to Managing               
Money.” After lunch we then had Karen Todero from KST Designs, a trained artist giving us a                 
lesson on water coloring.  
 
On Super Bowl weekend we had our major fundraiser “Our Bake Sale & Treasure Table Sale”. It                 
was a success. 
 
February 18, 2020 We have our Day of Reflection beginning at 8:30 a.m. Mass and then meeting                 
in the parish center to sign up. Fr. Frank D’Amato is our presenter. There will be several                 
presentations to help us prepare for Lent and grow closer to Christ and our Blessed Mother.  
 
March 18, 2020 ~ Our guest speaker will be Raymond Schauer, from the Solid Waste Authority                
giving a presentation on the facility in West Palm Beach and how it works. He will also give                  
suggestions on the proper way to recycle.  
 
 
April 15, 2020 ~ We will have the installation of new officers beginning at Mass here at the                  
Parish. We will then have our Luncheon at the Wyndham Grand located in Jupiter at               
Harbourside Place.  
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Our Lady Queen  
of the Apostles 

Susan Rizzolo - President 

OLQA’s CCW continues to grow strong. For our February meeting, we updated our by-laws. During               
Lent our parish has a Friday Fish Fry from 5 to 7 pm. Be sure to check us out for some of the best                        
Clam chowder, fish (baked or fried) and shrimp that you will find in Palm Beach County.  

At our March meeting, Shea Spencer from the Homeless Coalition of Palm Beach County will speak                
to our group about the every growing issue of the homeless and their needs. We will again host the                   
Women of Faith, Women of Action conference at Our Lady Queen of the Apostles on March 28th.                 
Our current president, Susan Rizzolo, will be installed as the Central Deanery Treasurer at the               
March 14th Central Deanery Spring General Meeting and Installation Ceremony and many members             
are planning to attend. 

April will bring our election of new officers, and another guest speaker, Walter Martinez, who will                
address Keeping Your Loved Ones in the Home/ Aging at Home: Options for Caregivers and               
Families. 

CCW volunteers continue to operate on a daily basis the Our Lady Queen of the Apostles Gift Shop.                  
Our members are responsible for ordering, stocking, and sales, which resulted last year in a profit of                 
over $15,000 given directly to the Church. 

May God continue to bless our endeavors and hear our prayers! 

 

 

 
 

 

Mary Martire - President 

 

After much anxiety, hard work and prayers our major fundraiser “Casino Night” 
proved to be a huge success.  It was truly a night of food, fun, games, excitement and 
lots of great prizes.  
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My term as President is coming to an end and I want to thank my Council Sisters, 
Committee Chairs, Board and especially my Officers Kathy Gibson, Vice President, 
Christine Wood, Secretary, Mary Jane Wood, Treasurer for all their hard work and 
support.  Without them I could not have met my goals for CCW and accomplish 
everything we did as a Council.  
  
Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

SAINT THERESE DE LISIEUX  
Donna Leonardo - President 

In January was our Monk’s Bread Sale.  February quickly came upon us and on the weekend of 

February 1-2 we had the Super Bowl Bake Sale.  Saturday,  February 29th  we had a Fashion Show at 

Mayacoo Country Club. 

In April we fulfill our pre-ordered “Lamb Cakes” on April 4 - 5.  Orders are taken in advance for 

either a cake in the shape of a Lamb or Bunny.  Cakes are baked and decorated by some of our 

Council Sisters with love. 

The weekend of May 9 - 10 we have our Mother’s Day Flower Sale to honor our Moms deceased 

and living.  

May 31 is our Installation of Officers 

God’s Blessings Always 

 
 

 

  

 


